
 

December 14, 2020 

 

P. Jeffrey Brady, MD, MPH 

Director, Center for Quality Improvement and Patient Safety 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

5600 Fishers Lane 

Rockville, MD 20857 

 

Re: Malnutrition in Hospitalized Adults 

 

Dear Dr. Brady, 

 

The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (the “Academy”) appreciates the opportunity to provide 

comments to the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality on Malnutrition in Hospitalized Adults, 

published on October 30, 2020 Representing more than 107,000 registered dietitian nutritionists 

(RDNs), nutrition and dietetic technicians, registered (NDTRs), and advanced-degree nutritionist 

researchers, the Academy is the largest association of food and nutrition professionals in the United 

States and is committed to combating malnutrition through the transformative power of food and 

nutrition. RDNs provide nutritional interventions and coordinate care for patients identified as 

malnourished in an acute care setting. 

 

The Academy supports the mission of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality to produce 

evidence to make health care safer, higher quality, more accessible, equitable, and affordable, and to 

work within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and with other partners to make sure 

that the evidence is understood and used. The Academy has listed below supplemental evidence to 

further support ARHQ’s systematic review and answer key questions that will aid in the development of 

quality measures related to malnutrition in hospitalized adults. 

 

I. What is the association between malnutrition and clinical outcomes among hospitalized patients? 
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doi:10.3390/ijerph8020514 

4. Ceniccola GD, Okamura AB, Neta J da SS, et al. Association Between AND-ASPEN Malnutrition 
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5. Guerra RS, Fonseca I, Pichel F, Restivo MT, Amaral TF. Usefulness of six diagnostic and screening 

measures for undernutrition in predicting length of hospital stay: a comparative analysis. J Acad 

Nutr Diet. 2015;115(6):927-938. doi:10.1016/j.jand.2014.11.015 
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7. Hiller LD, Shaw RF, Fabri PJ. Difference in Composite End Point of Readmission and Death 

Between Malnourished and Non-malnourished Veterans Assessed Using Academy of Nutrition 

and Dietetics/American Society for Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition Clinical Characteristics. JPEN 

J Parenter Enteral Nutr. 2017;41(8):1316-1324. doi:10.1177/0148607116668523 
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Readmissions, Greater Hospital Mortality, and Longer Hospital Stays: A Retrospective Analysis of 

Nutrition Assessment Data in a Major Medical Center. JPEN J Parenter Enteral Nutr. 

2018;42(5):892-897. doi:10.1002/jpen.1021 

9. Hiura G, Lebwohl B, Seres DS. Malnutrition Diagnosis in Critically Ill Patients Using 2012 
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Unit Length of Stay and Increased In-Hospital Mortality. J Parenter Enter Nutr. 2020;44(2):256-
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II. What is the effectiveness of screening or diagnostic assessment for malnutrition among 

hospitalized adults? 

 

1. Hulst JM, Joosten KFM. Nutrition Screening: Coding after Discharge Underestimates the 

Prevalence of Undernutrition. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2018;118(1):33-36. 

doi:10.1016/j.jand.2017.05.019 
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Conclusion 

The Academy appreciates the opportunity to provide comments to the Agency for Healthcare Research 

and Quality on Malnutrition in Hospitalized Adults. Please contact either Jeanne Blankenship by 

telephone at 312-899-1730 or by email at jblankenship@eatright.org or Hannah Martin by telephone at 

202-775-8277 x6006 or by email at hmartin@eatright.org with any questions or requests for additional 

information. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Jeanne Blankenship, MS, RDN  Hannah Martin, MPH, RDN 

Vice President, Policy Initiatives and Advocacy Director, Legislative & Government Affairs 

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics  Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 
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