📣 STUDENT ACTION ALERT: Protect Your Path to Becoming an RDN
Deadline to Submit Comments: March 2, 2026

Docket ID: ED‑2025‑OPE‑0944
Dear Dietetics Students,
The U.S. Department of Education is deciding which graduate programs will be classified as “professional degree programs.” This matters because the classification determines how much you can borrow in federal loans for your master’s degree and supervised practice.
Nutrition and Dietetics may not be included.
If our field is excluded, future students may face much lower loan limits, no access to Grad PLUS loans, and higher‑interest private loans to cover the real cost of becoming an RDN.
This could make it harder or impossible for many students to complete their programs.

Why This Affects You
· MS supervised practice programs are expensive and often full‑time, limiting your ability to work.
· Costs at many programs exceed the new federal caps—unless dietetics is recognized as a “professional” program.
· Without that recognition, students may face:
· Higher private loan debt
· Delays in completing training
· Barriers entering the profession
We need your voice to protect student loan access and keep the RDN pipeline strong.

📝 How to Take Action (2 minutes)
1. Download and personalize the student comment letter template
· Add why becoming an RDN matters to you! It is essential to personalize the letter.
2. Submit your comment at Regulations.gov
Search: ED‑2025‑OPE‑0944
3. Tell classmates and share with your program group
The more comments submitted, the bigger the impact.

Key Points You Can Use
· Becoming an RDN requires a master’s degree and supervised practice.
· Students need access to federal loans that reflect the real cost of training.
· Limiting federal loan access will reduce diversity, opportunity, and the number of future RDNs.

Your Voice Matters
Thank you for supporting your future profession—and the communities that depend on RDNs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk222152409]Once you’ve personalized your comment letter, submit it here: https://www.regulations.gov/document/ED-2025-OPE-0944-0001.

Student Comment Letter Template
Docket ID: ED‑2025‑OPE‑0944**
[Insert Date]
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20202
RE: Docket ID ED‑2025‑OPE‑0944 – Definition of “Professional Degree Programs”
To Whom It May Concern:
I am a dietetics student currently working toward becoming a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN). I am writing to request that Nutrition and Dietetics graduate programs, including the required supervised practice/internship, be included in the Department’s definition of a “professional degree program.”
Becoming an RDN requires both a master’s degree and accredited supervised practice. These programs are rigorous, full‑time, and high‑cost. Students often cannot work while completing them, and many programs’ actual expenses exceed the standard federal loan caps.
If Nutrition and Dietetics programs are not classified as professional degree programs, future students may face:
· Insufficient federal loan availability
· Loss of access to Grad PLUS loans
· Reliance on higher‑interest private loans
· Delays in completing required training
· Barriers to entering the profession
These consequences would make it harder – and for some, impossible – to become an RDN. This would reduce diversity in the profession and limit the pipeline of future nutrition professionals who support public health, healthcare teams, and community well‑being.
[Add 1–2 sentences personalizing your comment. For example:
• Why you chose the RDN path
• How federal loans affect your ability to complete your program
• How this policy could impact you or your peers]
For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Department to recognize Nutrition and Dietetics programs as professional degree programs to ensure loan access that reflects the real cost of required education and training.
Thank you for considering my comments and for supporting students working toward careers in nutrition and dietetics.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Program/University]
[City, State]

