Nutrition Professional Action Alert: Protect Graduate Access to Dietetics Education

The Academy is joining with allied health professionals to submit comments on the proposed rules limiting loans for impacted professions on post-baccalaureate degrees in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (learn more: https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-01912.pdf)
We encourage members to submit their own comments to the Department of Education asking for graduate degrees in nutrition and dietetics to be included in the professional degree classification.
Comments on the proposed rules can be submitted through the Federal eRulemaking Portal at www.regulations.gov through March 2. The Department will consider and may make changes to the proposed regulations in response to substantive comments.
Your Voice Matters
Please Submit a Comment. 

Access to professional degree student loans is important because:
· Students already struggle to finance full-time supervised practice.
· Total program costs often exceed new federal loan limits unless dietetics is classified as “professional.”
· Reduced borrowing capacity will impact enrollment, equity, and program sustainability.
· Students from low- and middle-income backgrounds would be disproportionately harmed.

How to Submit:
1. Download and personalize the nutrition professional comment template.
2. Visit Regulations.gov and search ED-2025-OPE-0944.
3. Upload your comment.

Thank you for supporting your profession—and the communities that depend on RDNs.
Once you’ve personalized your comment letter, submit it here: https://www.regulations.gov/document/ED-2025-OPE-0944-0001.
Nutrition Professional Comment Letter Template

Docket ID: ED-2025-OPE-0944

To: U.S. Department of Education
Office of Postsecondary Education

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed regulations regarding the definition and treatment of professional degree programs for federal student aid purposes.

I urge the Department to explicitly include Nutrition and Dietetics as a professional degree program in the final regulations. Registered Dietitian Nutritionists (RDNs) are licensed healthcare professionals who complete a master’s degree, supervised practice, and extensive clinical training before entering the workforce. Their preparation is aligned with other healthcare professions already recognized as professional programs.

Student loan policy is healthcare workforce policy. Changes under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBB) risk reducing access to federal financial aid for future RDNs at a time when communities urgently need more nutrition experts – not fewer. Dietetics already faces significant workforce shortages, estimated at roughly 10% annually, affecting hospitals, long-term care, community health, and rural areas.

Without recognition as a professional program, RDN students may face borrowing caps that do not reflect the real costs of graduate education and required supervised practice. This would force students toward higher-interest private loans, delay or prevent degree completion, and worsen workforce shortages. These barriers fall hardest on students from low- and middle-income backgrounds and risk reducing diversity in the profession.

RDNs play a vital role in:
• Managing chronic and acute disease
• Addressing food insecurity and malnutrition
• Delivering preventive care and reducing healthcare costs

If fewer students can afford to enter the field, patients and communities lose access to essential nutrition care.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Department to:
1. Recognize Nutrition and Dietetics as a professional degree program eligible for higher borrowing limits.
2. Ensure that programs with required clinical and supervised practice training qualify under the definition.
3. Align financial aid policy with workforce needs and public health priorities.

Thank you for your consideration and for supporting access to essential healthcare careers.

Sincerely,
[Name and Credentials]
[City/State]
[Professional Affiliation]

