Educator Action Alert: Protect Graduate Access to Dietetics Education

[bookmark: _Hlk222152603]Deadline to Submit Comments: March 2, 2026
Docket ID: ED-2025-OPE-0944

Dear Nutrition and Dietetics Educators,

The U.S. Department of Education is updating the definition of “professional degree programs”—a designation that determines graduate federal loan limits. Under recent changes in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBB), students in programs not recognized as “professional” will face significantly lower borrowing caps and lose access to Grad PLUS loans.

Nutrition and Dietetics may not be includes and as it not included in the proposed rule. This would directly impact your students’ ability to afford their graduate program and required supervised practice.

Please Submit a Comment: Educator voices carry tremendous weight in rulemaking.

Why Educators Should Act:
· Students already struggle to finance full-time supervised practice.
· Total program costs often exceed new federal loan limits unless dietetics is classified as “professional.”
· Reduced borrowing capacity will impact enrollment, equity, and program sustainability.
· Students from low- and middle-income backgrounds would be disproportionately harmed.

How to Submit:
1. Download and personalize the educator comment template.
2. Visit Regulations.gov and search ED-2025-OPE-0944.
3. Upload your comment.

Key Points You May Want to Emphasize:
· Dietetics requires a master’s degree and supervised practice.
· Students cannot offset costs through employment during clinical training.
· Without appropriate loans, enrollment will decline and shortages will worsen.
· Federal policy should align with healthcare workforce and public health needs.

Thank you for taking action to support nutrition and dietetics students and protect the future of our profession.

Your Voice Matters
Thank you for supporting your profession—and the communities that depend on RDNs.
Once you’ve personalized your comment letter, submit it here: https://www.regulations.gov/document/ED-2025-OPE-0944-0001.
Educator Comment Letter Template

[Insert Date]

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20202

RE: Docket ID ED‑2025‑OPE‑0944 – Definition of “Professional Degree Programs”

To Whom It May Concern:

I am a Nutrition and Dietetics educator and am writing to request that the Department include Nutrition and Dietetics graduate programs – along with their required supervised practice experiences – in the definition of a “professional degree program.” This designation is essential to ensuring that students can access the federal loans necessary to complete the mandated graduate education and supervised practice required to become Registered Dietitian Nutritionists (RDNs).

The proposed rule does not explicitly include Nutrition and Dietetics. If the field is excluded, students will face sharply reduced borrowing limits and will lose access to Grad PLUS loans under recent changes in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBB). As a result, many students will be unable to finance their education or complete required clinical training. 

This issue directly impacts program viability, student enrollment, and the future nutrition workforce – impacting our nation’s ability to address its health care crisis.

Why Inclusion Is Necessary

Graduate programs in Nutrition and Dietetics are:
· High‑cost, due to full‑time academic coursework and supervised practice requirements.
· Intensive, limiting students’ ability to work while completing clinical rotations.
· Essential to public health, producing the workforce that delivers medical nutrition therapy, nutrition counseling, and community‑based preventive care.

Without recognition as a professional degree program, students will experience:
· Insufficient federal loan access
· Greater reliance on higher‑interest private loans
· Disproportionate financial barriers for low‑ and moderate‑income students
· Declines in enrollment and program sustainability

Educators are already seeing the strain students face in financing supervised practice, and these proposed limitations would exacerbate existing inequities.

[Insert 1–3 sentences describing your program and the financial realities for your students.
Examples:
• Typical program costs and how they compare to loan caps
• How many students rely on federal loans
• Impact on enrollment or diversity if loan access is reduced]

For these reasons, I strongly urge the Department to classify Nutrition and Dietetics programs as professional degree programs to accurately reflect the cost, structure, and workforce significance of RDN training.

Thank you for considering these comments and for supporting continued access to essential nutrition and dietetics education.

Sincerely,
[Name, Credentials]
[Title]
[Program/University]
[City, State]

