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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for 
Programs in Nutrition and Dietetics 

March, 2018 

ACEND® began work several years ago to develop standards for future associate, bachelor’s and graduate degree programs. 
This document is a compilation of the questions that have been asked about the Future Education Model Accreditation 
Standards and ACEND responses related to the future education model. 

Future Education Model (FEM) 

Future Education Model Rationale and General Questions 

Question:  What data support the Future Education Model? 

ACEND Response:  The Rationale Document, published by ACEND, provides the environmental scan information and 

summarizes data collected from a wide array of stakeholders that supports the future education model.  The environmental 
scan included review of more than 100 relevant articles detailing research data, industry trends and the changing health care 
and business environments.  In addition, four different data collection projects (focus groups, structured interviews, and two 
online surveys) were completed to gather information from stakeholder groups about future practice in nutrition and 
dietetics.  More than 10,000 responses from practitioners, employers, educators, students, administrators and professionals 
working with nutrition and dietetics practitioners were evaluated.  A competency gap analysis was completed to determine 
gaps between the current competencies and expected practice in nutrition and dietetics in the future.  These gaps provided 
justification for a new education model that should be based on competencies to be demonstrated by future nutrition and 
dietetics practitioners.  A multi-phase Delphi process, which involved educators, practitioners, employers and practitioners 
outside the profession of nutrition and dietetics, identified the needed competencies and performance indicators for future 
practice.  The Rationale Document, which provides details on these results, can be viewed at 
www.eatrightprog.org/FutureModel.   

Question: What do the data ACEND collected suggest for future practice of the registered dietitian nutritionist? 

ACEND Response:  The data (environmental scan, focus groups, structured interviews, online surveys, competency 

development Delphi process) collected by ACEND revealed an emergence of non-traditional practice settings for the field of 
nutrition and dietetics, such as telenutrition.  There is an expected expanding scope of practice for those working in the 
profession including an increased focus on disease prevention and integrative healthcare and the need for more knowledge 
in emerging areas such as genomics, telehealth, behavioral counseling, diet prescription and informatics.  This work requires 
that health care professionals work more interprofessionally.  Practitioners need to be able to read and apply scientific 
knowledge and interpret this knowledge for the public.  Many of the stakeholders identified gaps in current competencies in 
areas of research, leadership/management skills, cultural care, basic food and culinary preparation and sustainability.  
Employers indicated the need for improved communication skills in nutrition and dietetics practitioners and an improved 
ability to understand the patient’s community and cultural ecosystem.  Employers also expressed a desire for stronger 
organizational leadership, project management, communication, patient assessment and practice skills.  Employers indicated 
that more time might be needed in the preparation of future nutrition and dietetics practitioners to assure application of 
knowledge and demonstration of skills needed for effective practice.  After thorough review of these data, ACEND believes 
that a minimum of a master’s degree will be needed to adequately prepare graduates with the complexity, depth and 
breadth of knowledge, skill and judgement needed for future practice as a registered dietitian nutritionist. 
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question:  When do the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards go into effect? 
ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for Associate (FA), Bachelor’s (FB) and Graduate 

(FG) Degree Programs were released for adoption only by demonstration programs in 2017.  They are not required of 
programs and no date has been set for when they may be required of all programs.  ACEND will collect outcomes data from 
demonstration programs, graduates and employers before making decisions about implementation of the standards. 

Question: Is there a deadline by which Nutrition and Dietetic Internship Programs (DI) need to adopt the Future 
Education Model Accreditation Standards? 

ACEND Response: No decision has been made to discontinue current DI programs accredited under the 2017 Accreditation 

Standards.  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards are only available currently for adoption by demonstration 
programs.  Data will be collected from demonstration programs, graduates and employers before a decision is made by 
ACEND on whether to continue to accredit DI programs. 

Question:  What programs will ACEND accredit in the future? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND currently accredits six types of programs: didactic programs in dietetics (DPD), dietetic 

internships (DI), coordinated programs (CP), dietetic technician (DT) programs, foreign dietitian education (FDE) programs 
and international dietitian education (IDE) programs under the 2017 Accreditation Standards.  ACEND reviews and revises 
these standards (as required by USDE every 5 years) and will release new Standards in 2022.  
ACEND recently released the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for Associate (FA), Bachelor’s (FB) and 
Graduate (FG) Degree Programs in Nutrition and Dietetics. ACEND will begin accrediting demonstration program under these 
standards in 2018.  Thus, ACEND will be accrediting nine different types of programs for a period of time; the DPD, DI, CP, DT, 
FDE, and IDE programs will be accredited under the 2017 Accreditation Standards and the FA, FB, and FG programs will be 
accredited under the  Future Education Model Accreditation Standards.  ACEND will collect data from these future education 
model programs and their graduates before making a decision on which types of programs to continue to accredit.  At the 
time of that decision, ACEND will announce which program types it will continue to accredit in the future and which program 
types it will discontinue to accredit.  If a decision is made to implement the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards 
for all programs, sufficient time (likely 10 years or more) would be given for programs to make the changes needed to come 
into compliance with these standards. 

Question: Why were the master’s degree standards changed to graduate degree standards? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND received many comments encouraging development of standards for doctorate degree 

programs and had several programs question whether they could develop a doctorate program under the Future Education 
Model Accreditation Standards for Master’s Degree Programs.  After much discussion, ACEND chose to add flexibility to the 
standards by identifying them as graduate degree standards and allowing both master’s and doctorate degree demonstration 
programs to be developed.  ACEND will collect data from these programs to inform the content and requirements in future 
standards.  

Question: How will the associate degree prepared nutrition health associate differ from the current community 
health associate?  
ACEND Response:  The competencies expected of the associate degree prepared nutrition and dietetics practitioner are 

included in the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards.  The educational preparation for the nutrition health worker 
is planned as an associate degree and the competencies include specific foundational knowledge and practice skills in food 
and nutrition. Thus this practitioner will have more in-depth preparation and more knowledge specifically related to food and 
nutrition than community health workers who generally have many fewer hours of education, typically through a certificate 
program.  There may be some overlap in the skill set between the two practitioners as it relates to health and cultural 
competency; the preparation that community health workers receive in earning a certificate may be able to be counted to 
meet some of the competencies required in the associate degree curriculum. 
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question: What information is available to help provide administrators with more knowledge of the benefits of 
being a demonstration program? 

ACEND Response:  The ACEND presentation that was given at FNCE in October 2017 includes discussion of Future Education 

Model Accreditation Standards, the demonstration program process, benefits offered to demonstration programs and 

competency-based education and assessment.  This presentation can be viewed at www.eatrightpro.org/FutureModel and 

would provide an excellent overview for administrators.  

Question: The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for Graduate Degree Programs do not specify 
the area of focus of the graduate degree. How does a degree in any field move the profession forward and 
protect the public? 

ACEND Response: The Future Education Model Standards for Graduate Degree Programs do not specify the title of the 

degree (MS, MA, MBA, MPH etc.) or the focus area of the degree (nutrition, dietetics, public health, etc.). Programs are 
allowed to determine the title and focus of the graduate degree program they are offering. What the Future Education 
Model Standards do specify are the required minimum competencies that must be achieved by graduates of the program. 
The competencies specified in the Future Education Model Standards for Graduate Degree Programs are at a higher level and 
are more comprehensive than the competencies in the 2017 Accreditation Standards for the preparation of RDNs. ACEND 
believes that a higher level of competence will be needed for future practice and will better protect the public. ACEND 
expects that the graduate degree programs accredited under the Future Education Model Standards are structured to include 
the didactic and experiential learning needed to develop the required competencies regardless of the title or focus area. 

 
Future Education Model Program Admission Criteria 
 

Question:  Could future education model graduate degree programs admit students who have not completed an 
undergraduate nutrition and dietetics program? 

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards do not stipulate any prerequisite requirements for 

students entering the program.  Each program will set the prerequisite requirements for admission into its program and will 
be responsible for ensuring that its graduates achieve the competencies specified for that degree level program.   

Question:  Under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards can the hours of coursework or 
experiential learning from one degree level program be counted towards experiential learning of the next 
degree level? 

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards require programs to have policies related to 

assessment of prior learning.  The decision on whether previous course work or experiential learning will be recognized will 
be made by the program director. 

Question: If future education model programs have different prerequisite requirements, will the quality of the 
graduates vary?  

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards specify the competencies that will be expected of 

each graduate and include example performance indicators that students may complete to demonstrate competence.  
Programs may choose from the list of example performance indicators or develop their own performance indicators; it is not 
necessary for every student to perform every performance indicate in order to demonstrate competence.  All graduates of 
future education model programs will be expected to have achieved the same competencies.  Program length may vary 
depending on the program’s designed curriculum and the amount of time it takes to assure graduates meet all of the 
required competencies.  
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question:  Do students need a DPD verification statement to apply for the future education model graduate 
degree (FG) program? 

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards specify the competencies a student must 

demonstrate to complete the program but allows programs to determine the admission requirements to enter the program.  
Each of the future education model degree programs is intended to stand alone. ACEND did not set prerequisite 
requirements for any of the degree programs. Rather, individual programs would set their own admission requirements. A 
future education model master’s degree program could for example, choose to require verification of completion of DPD or 
the future education model bachelor’s degree (FB) program as a prerequisite, could require specific courses or supervised 
experiences as prerequisites or could choose not to require any prerequisites.  

Question:  Is completion of one future education model degree program required to enter a higher degree level 
future education model program? 

ACEND Response:  Each of the future education model degree programs is intended to stand alone.  ACEND did not set 

prerequisite requirements for each of the degree level programs.  Rather, individual programs will set their own admission 
requirements.  A future education model graduate degree program could for example, choose to require completion of the 
future education model bachelor’s degree program as a prerequisite, could require specific courses as prerequisites or could 
choose not to require any prerequisites. 

 
FEM Accreditation Standards Curriculum and Terminology 
 

Question: What does it mean when ACEND says that the future education model programs will be competency-
based? 

ACEND Response: The future education model standards for associate (FA), bachelor’s (FB) and graduate (FG) degree 

programs will delineate the competence expected of program graduates and provide performance indicators that help define 
the level of expected performance.  Knowledge domain statements will not be included in the future education model 
standards.  Programs will decide what knowledge base is needed by students to help prepare them to be able to demonstrate 
the required competence.  

Question: What is competency-based education?  

ACEND Response: Competency-based education (CBE) is personalized learning where students advance based on their own 

skills and abilities working at their own pace rather than a timeline set by the program. The CBE approach is student-
centered; different students may find different tasks challenging. CBE allows students to spend more time working to master 
the challenging tasks and less time on the tasks they find easier to learn. Students progress through the program by 
demonstrating that they have the required knowledge, skills and judgement (i.e., by meeting the competencies). A list of 
references of articles and books detailing the movement to competency-based education in other health professions is 
attached at the end of this FAQ. 

Question:  The future education model includes integrated experiential learning in each degree level program, 
what does that mean?   

ACEND Response:  ACEND intends that the experiential learning components will be integrated with the didactic 

coursework to prepare students to demonstrate the competencies for each of the academic degree level programs 
(associate, bachelor’s, graduate).  ACEND will encourage innovation in how this experiential learning and its integration are 
done and will use the demonstration programs to help define options for how this integration might be accomplished. With 
integrated experiential learning, the previous model of completing a Didactic Program in Dietetics first before moving to a 
Dietetic Internship is no longer viable. Instead, experiential learning experiences are weaved throughout the program and 
they are purposefully planned to support didactic instruction.  
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question: There appears to be different terms used in the ACEND Future Education Model Standards as 
compared to the ACEND 2017 Accreditation Standards (i.e. supervised experiential learning vs supervised 
practice).  Was that difference in terms intentional? 

ACEND Response:  The terminology used in the ACEND Future Education Model Standards does differ somewhat from the 

terminology in the ACEND 2017 Accreditation Standards.  That difference was an intentional change in terminology.  For 
example, the phrase “supervised practice” is used in the ACEND 2017 Accreditation Standards and the phrase “supervised 
experiential learning” is used in the ACEND Future Education Model Standards.  The term was changed to better reflect 
competency-based education and the integrated nature of experiential learning occurring in the future education programs.  
Individuals in a future education model program are referred to as “students” not “interns”; interns are individuals enrolled 
in a nutrition and dietetics internship program accredited under the ACEND 2017 Accreditation Standards.  The ACEND 2017 
Accreditation Standards focus on the assessment of “student learning outcomes”; whereas the ACEND Future Education 
Model Standards focus on “competency assessment” to better reflect the competency-based education occurring in the 
programs. 

Question: The competencies for the future education model graduate degree program are preparing graduates 
for a higher level of practice; is it realistic to achieve all of those competencies in a two year master’s degree 
program, for example? 

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for graduate degree programs identify the 

competencies required of graduates of that program.  Programs are allowed to determine the prerequisites for students to 
enter their program and could require coursework or experiences that demonstrate some of those competencies be achieved 
prior to entering the program. 

Question: How will ACEND ensure quality in the future education model programs, if the number of hours of 
required supervised experiential learning is not specified? 

ACEND Response:  As ACEND moves to competency–based education with the Future Education Model Accreditation 

Standards for the demonstration programs, it will closely monitor each program’s competency assessment plan and the 
student outcomes.  Each program will document the actual hours of supervised experiential learning in professional work 
settings and alternate experiences of each student.  ACEND is aware, based on reports from program directors and program 
reviewers, that the actual number of hours to be able to demonstrate competence currently varies among students.  Use of 
this competency-based approach with the demonstration programs will allow programs flexibility in working with students, 
yet will provide ACEND with needed data on how many actual hours of supervised experiential learning are needed for 
students to demonstrate competence. 

Question:  Why are concentrations not required in the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards? 

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards are preparing graduates with a higher level of skills 

across various areas of practice. Because many of these skills are new, ACEND did not want to overburden programs with the 
expectation that they needed to go beyond these competencies with a concentration.  Although the Future Education Model 
Accreditation Standards do not include the expectation that programs will have a concentration, programs can still have a 
concentration, if they choose. 

Question: Graduate degrees often focus on a specific area rather than a general area, why do the Future 
Education Model Accreditation Standards include competencies across multiple rather than specific areas of 
practice? 

ACEND Response:  Because stakeholders expressed the need for future nutrition and dietetics practitioners to be prepared 

with a broad spectrum of skills (professional research and practice skills; teamwork and communication skills; clinical client 
care skills; community and population health skills; leadership, management and organization skills; and food and foodservice 
systems), ACEND included all of these skill sets in its graduate degree program competencies.  The Future Education Model 
Accreditation Standards do not specify the focus of the degree but do identify the competencies expected of graduates.  Each 
programs will determine the focus and title of its graduate degree program.   
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question:  Will a program director need to assess all of the competencies and the performance indicators for a 
future education model degree program? 

ACEND Response:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for Associate (FA), Bachelor’s (FB) and Graduate 

(FG) Degree Programs indicate that program directors will need to show, on their curriculum map, where the required 
competencies and any performance indicators that are included in the curriculum are being taught (Standard 4, Required 
Element 4.1).  However, program directors will report assessment of only the required competencies in their Competency 
Assessment Plan (Standard 5, Required Element 5.1). 

 

Future Education Model Program Completion and Graduation 

Question:  Can graduates of programs accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for 
both Associate (FA) and Bachelor’s (FB) Degree Programs take the CDR examination to become an NDTR? 

ACEND Response:  Only graduates of FB programs will be eligible to take the CDR examination to become an NDTR; 

graduates of FA programs will not be eligible to take the CDR examination to become an NDTR.   

Question: Are graduates of the Future Education Model Bachelor’s Degree Programs (FB) eligible to apply to a 
Dietetic Internship (DI) program? 

ACEND Response: Students applying to a DI program must have a verification statement from a DPD program. The 

curriculum for the FB program differs from that of the DPD program. Graduates of the FB program would be able to apply to 
the future education model graduate programs (FG), if they wanted to pursue further education to become a registered 
dietitian nutritionist. Graduates of FB programs who wanted to apply to a DI program accredited under the 2017 
Accreditation Standards would need to take the additional coursework needed to obtain a DPD verification statement to be 
eligible to apply to a DI program. 

Question:  Will there be verification statements for graduates of programs accredited under the Future 
Education Model Standards and if so, what is the intended use of the verification statement? 

ACEND Response:  Programs accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards will issue verification 

statements to those who compete all program requirements.  For graduates of the bachelor’s (FB) and graduate (FG) degree 
programs, those verification statements will be submitted to the Commission on Dietetic Registration as part of the eligibility 
requirements to take the  credentialing exam to be a nutrition and dietetics technician, registered (NDTR) (FB verification) or 
registered dietitian nutritionist (RDN) (FG verification).  Although the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards do not 
require the verification statement for admission to another program, some degree programs might require the verification 
statement of the lower degree level as part of their admission requirements, i.e. a bachelor’s degree program might require a 
verification statement from an associate degree (FA) program.    

 

Future Education Model Program Impact 

Question:  The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards indicate preparation of nutrition and dietetics 
technicians at the bachelor’s degree level; does that mean that associate degree Dietetic Technician (DT) 
programs will need to close? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND is not planning to discontinue any of the programs that it currently accredits.  DT programs will 

continue to be accredited under the 2017 Accreditation Standards.  ACEND will test the Future Education Model Accreditation 
Standards with demonstration programs that voluntarily request accreditation under these standards.  Outcomes data will be 
collected on the demonstration programs, graduates and employers.  These data will be analyzed before ACEND makes 
decisions about implementation of the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for all programs.   
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question:  The Future Education Model has preparation of dietitian nutritionists occurring at the graduate level 
in the future; does that mean that bachelor’s degree level Didactic Programs in Dietetics (DPD) will need to 
close? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND is not planning to discontinue any of the programs that is currently accredits.  DPD programs will 

continue to be accredited under the 2017 Accreditation Standards.  ACEND will test the Future Education Model Accreditation 
Standards with demonstration programs that voluntarily request accreditation under these standards.  Outcomes data will be 
collected on the demonstration programs and its graduates.  These data will be analyzed before ACEND makes decisions 
about implementation of the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for all programs.   

Question: The future education model indicates that knowledge and experiential learning will be integrated in 
graduate level programs preparing dietitian nutritionists; does that mean free-standing Dietetic Internship (DI) 
programs will need to close or merge with a university program? 

ACEND Response:   ACEND is not planning to discontinue any of the programs that is currently accredits.  DI programs will 

continue to be accredited under the 2017 Accreditation Standards.  ACEND will test the Future Education Model Accreditation 

Standards with demonstration programs that voluntarily request accreditation under these standards.  Outcomes data will be 

collected on the demonstration programs and its graduates.  These data will be analyzed before ACEND makes decisions 

about implementation of the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for all programs.  ACEND believes there may 

be many ways that future education model graduate degree programs might be organized.  The key difference from the 

current DPD/DI model is that the future education model graduate degree programs will integrate the experiential learning 

with the didactic preparation to develop competencies.  Students will apply once for a program that includes both 

components. The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards allow for multiple organizations to work in partnership to 

sponsor a program.  One of the goals of the demonstration programs, that trial the Future Education Model Accreditation 

Standards, is to identify creative ways that university-based and operations-based programs collaborate to prepare 

students.  ACEND will share those models with educators.      

Question: Could a university partner with more than one institution offering supervised experiences to sponsor 
a future education model program? 

ACEND Response: The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards do not specify a limit on the number of 

organizations/institutions that can be included in the partnership that sponsors a future education model program so a 
university and several institutions offering supervised experiences could form a single partnership to sponsor a program. 

Question:  What is the difference between a partnership agreement referenced in Standard 1 and the affiliation 
agreements referenced in Standard 7 of the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards? When is each 
needed? 

ACEND Response:  Partnership agreements, discussed in Standard 1 of the Future Education Model Accreditation 

Standards, are needed when more than one organization is serving as a sponsor for a future education model program.  The 
partnership agreement must detail the responsibilities of each sponsoring organization and the resources being provided by 
each.  Affiliation agreements, discussed in Standard 7, are needed when one organization is sponsoring the program but has 
students doing supervised learning experiences at other sites.  Affiliation agreements must delineate the responsibilities of 
both the program and the affiliating institutions/agencies. 

Question: Our state licensure laws indicate a specified minimum number of supervised practice hours how will 
this work for programs under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards? 

ACEND Response: Required Element 1.5 in the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards states that “The program 

must determine its length (in years) after taking into consideration didactic learning and required supervised experiential 
learning needed by students to demonstrate the required competencies and mandates from the program’s administration or 
state legislation”.  A program accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards that is in a state with a 
required number of supervised practice hours would be expected to incorporate this state legislation mandate in their 
decision process for number of required hours of supervised experiential learning for their program. 



FAQ: Future Education Model 

Page 8 
  3/5/2018 

 

Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question:  What impact will the future education model have on the resources needed by institutions providing 
education for future nutrition and dietetics students? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND will gather information from the demonstration programs on the resources needed, steps 

involved in transitioning to the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards and the innovative ways resources were used 
to ensure that students had met the required competencies. 

Question: What impact will the future education model have on the cost of education for future students who 
want to become a registered dietitian nutritionist (RDN)?  

ACEND Response:  Currently most students spend at least five years to prepare to become an RDN.  Approximately 40% of 

students completing coordinated programs and 25% of students completing dietetic internships currently pay tuition to 
complete a concurrent master’s degree program, another 25% of internship students pay tuition to earn some graduate 
credit with the internship and many go on to complete their graduate degree.  Less than 10% of students who complete an 
internship do not pay at least some tuition/fees to attend that internship.  The exact cost of future education model 
programs is not yet known as demonstration programs have not yet been identified, but the cost of requiring a graduate 
degree for entry-level practice potentially may not exceed what students are currently paying to complete a master’s degree 
in a coordinated program or with a dietetic internship. 

Question: What impact will the future education model have on student diversity in nutrition and dietetics 
programs?  

ACEND Response:    Ethnic diversity in student enrollment in ACEND accredited programs has increased over the past 10 

years. Most notably, the number of Hispanic students has nearly doubled. ACEND talked with other health profession 
accreditors (Physical Therapy, Pharmacy, Occupational Therapy) who have moved their education requirements to a graduate 
level and learned that this change did not decrease student diversity in those professions. In pharmacy, for example, under-
represented minority students (Black, Hispanic, Native American) were 10.6% of the student population in 1988, prior to 
implementing their practice doctorate degree requirement, and 11.4% in 2012 after implementation.  Diversity of students 
currently enrolled in dietetic internships combined with a graduate degree (males = 10%; under-represented minorities = 9%) 
and in coordinated programs at the graduate level (males = 10%; under-represented minorities = 11%) is similar to the 
diversity of students in dietetic internship programs that do not offer a graduate degree (males = 8%; under-represented 
minorities = 9%).  The future education model includes preparation for careers in nutrition and dietetics at associate, 
bachelor’s and graduate degree levels allowing students many options for entry into future nutrition and dietetics careers 
and facilitating professional growth and development through subsequent degree levels.  ACEND Standards encourage 
programs to foster diversity in their student selection process.  ACEND currently monitors and will continue to monitor 
student diversity in all accredited programs.  

Question: Do faculty and those overseeing the experiential learning in the future education model bachelor’s 
degree program need to be an RDN or NDTR? 

ACEND Response: The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards for Bachelor’s Degree Programs do not 

specify that faculty need be RDNs or NDTRs, the standards say that faculty and preceptors must be ”qualified, 
appropriately credentialed and have sufficient education” but leave the decision to the program to determine what 
education and credentialing is needed to teach a course or preceptor experiential learning. The bachelor’s degree 
program would need to ensure that the faculty and preceptors are qualified and have the necessary credentials to 
guide students in developing the competencies identified in the standards that will be needed to practice as future 
NDTRs. 
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Future Education Model (cont.) 

Question: Can the program director of a currently ACEND-accredited program (DPD, DI, CP, DT) also direct a 
future education model program? 

ACEND Response: Both the 2017 Accreditation Standards and the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards 

indicate that a program director can only direct one ACEND-accredited program. If an existing ACEND-accredited 
program is being reorganized into a demonstration program, the director for both programs could be the same if it is 
one program reorganizing into another program with the initial program being phased out/closed after the 
reorganization. If the demonstration program is a new program and existing ACEND- accredited programs are 
continuing then there would need to be different directors for each accredited program. 
 

 

Demonstration Programs 

Demonstration Program Application 

Question:  What are the criteria for becoming a demonstration program and how many will ACEND select? 

ACEND Response:  Organizations interested in sponsoring a demonstration program under the ACEND Future Education 

Model Accreditation Standards should submit the Demonstration Program Application to ACEND.  The application form and 
information about the application process are available on the ACEND website:  www.eatrightpro.org/FutureModel. 
Organizations do not need to currently have an ACEND-accredited program to apply.  The ACEND Board plans to select a 
minimum of 60 programs total to be demonstration programs and is seeking a representative sample of programs in terms of 
geographic location, program size, and proposed program structure. Programs desiring to be a demonstration program must 
complete the demonstration program application, which describes how the program will be in compliance with the Future 
Education Model Accreditation Standards, must be willing to attend required ACEND training and work with ACEND to gather 
program and graduate outcomes data.  

Question:  Will there be more than one call for demonstration programs? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND anticipates having several cohorts of demonstration programs.  The due date for applications is 

posted on the ACEND website:  www.eatrightpro.org/FutureModel. 

Question:  Can an application for a doctorate level program be submitted under the Future Education Model 
Accreditation Standards for Graduate Degree Programs?  

ACEND Response:  Applications for doctorate degree demonstration programs can be submitted under the Future 

Education Model Accreditation Standards for Graduate Degree Programs (FG).   

Question:  I have a site visit scheduled for my current program scheduled; will I still need to do that site visit if I 
am submitting an application to be a demonstration program? 

ACEND Response: Whether you have your scheduled site visit will depend on what is planned for your existing program.  If 

that program is continuing as an ACEND-accredited program, then you will need to write the self-study report and host a site 
visit for that program to maintain its accreditation.  If that program is being reorganized into a future education model 
program, then the timing of the site visit likely will change.  The plans for your program should be described in your 
demonstration program application.  ACEND will work with demonstration programs individually to finalize when their next 
self-study reports and site visit will occur. 
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Demonstration Programs (cont.) 

Question: Will it be possible to have a “phase out” time for an existing nutrition and dietetics program while 
simultaneously adopting the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards? 

ACEND Response: Demonstration programs who are planning to reorganize or close an existing accredited program and 

start a program under the future education model would be expected to develop a teach out plan for the students in the 
existing program.  That teach out plan time line could overlap with the launch of a future education model program. 

Question:  If a program is not selected to be a demonstration program, can it request to be allowed to be 
accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards? 

ACEND Response:  No, only demonstration programs will be able to be accredited under the Future Education Model 

Accreditation Standards.  All other currently accredited nutrition and dietetics programs (Coordinated Programs, Didactic 

Programs, Dietetic Internships, Dietetic Technician, Foreign Dietitian Education and International Dietitian Education 

Programs) will need to maintain compliance with the 2017 Accreditation Standards.  ACEND will select demonstration 

programs to be accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards and will review program and graduate 

outcomes data from the demonstration programs before making decisions on whether to implement the Future Education 

Model Accreditation Standards with all programs.  Thus, only those programs that are selected as a demonstration program 

will be able to be accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards. 

Question: Could an existing master’s degree program in nutrition or public health apply to be a future education 
model graduate degree demonstration program? 

ACEND Response: The Future Education Model Accreditation Standards do not specify in what the field the degree should 

be.  The Standards do specify the competencies that students must demonstrate; demonstration programs will be allowed to 
specify the degree and it could be nutrition or public health. 

 

Demonstration Program Benefits 

Question:  What support materials and training will be provided to demonstration programs? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND has developed several documents to assist programs in becoming a demonstration program.  

The ACEND website (www.eatrightpro.org/FutureModel) contains the application templates and Guidance Information, 
developed for each program type, to assist program directors.  A webinar describing the application process also is available.  
Both online and in-person training on competency-based education and competency assessment will be provided/required 
for program directors of selected demonstration programs.  ACEND staff are available at ACEND@eatright.org or 1-800-877-
1600 x5400 to answer questions. 

Question:  What financial incentives are there for a program to become a demonstration programs? 

ACEND Response:  ACEND is providing a number of financial incentives to help offset the cost of establishing a program 

accredited under the Future Education Model Accreditation Standards. The program change fee ($250), candidacy application 
fee ($2,500) and one year’s annual accreditation fee ($1975) all are waived for demonstration programs.  In addition, ACEND 
will cover registration and travel expenses for the program director to attend the in-person training session in early February, 
2018.   
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Credentialing 

Question: Will a credential be available for each degree level? 

ACEND Response: The Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR) ultimately has responsibility for credentialing decisions.  

CDR initiates new certifications based on surveys (practice audits) of nutrition and dietetics practice roles.  The results of the 
practice audits are used to develop the certification examination content specifications.  Graduates of the future education 
model graduate degree would be eligible to take the registration exam for dietitian nutritionists and graduates of the 
bachelor’s degree would be eligible to take the registration exam for nutrition and dietetics technicians.  Currently there is 
not a credential available for the nutrition health associate; CDR could explore creating a credential once sufficient numbers 
of these practitioners are in the workforce. 

Question:  Will students need to have a bachelor’s degree to take the NDTR credentialing exam after January 1, 
2024? 

ACEND Response:  The Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR) sets the criteria for eligibility to take the exam to 

become a nutrition and dietetics technician, registered.  Currently students who have at least an associate degree and a 
verification statement from an ACEND accredited NDTR program and those who have a bachelor’s degree and a verification 
statement from a DPD are eligible to take the NDTR credentialing exam.  At this time, CDR has not made any changes to the 
eligibility requirements to take that exam.  Complete information about eligibility requirements can be found on CDR’s 
website www.cdrnet.org   

 

Question: How do ACEND’s accreditation standards align with CDR’s January 1, 2024 requirement that 
applicants taking the dietitian nutritionist registration exam will need a master’s degree? 

ACEND Response: CDR has released an information sheet about student options for meeting the master’s degree 

requirement for taking the dietitian nutritionist registration exam after January 1, 2024 (see www.cdrnet.org). All of the 
options include graduation from ACEND accredited programs that provide the didactic and supervised practice preparation to 
become a registered dietitian nutritionist. Graduates with verification statements from ACEND accredited coordinated 
programs and dietetic internships that include completion a master’s degree and graduates with a verification statement 
from the future education model master’s degree programs will meet the 2024 RDN exam eligibility requirements. Graduates 
of ACEND accredited programs that do not include a master’s degree will need to complete a master’s degree in the field of 
their choice to meet the 2024 RDN exam eligibility requirements. 
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